by the necessity of considering a love-song to be a Canonical book, he said, " For my part I should think that the Bible wanted something if it contained no expression of the deepest and strongest of human feelings."
In the May of 1860 the Emperor offered to send Renan to examine ancient sites in Phoenicia, under the protection of the French force which had occupied Syria after the Damascus and Lebanon massacres. The feud between the Government and the intellect of France was then so bitter that many persons of great merit would not have accepted even a scientific mission at its hands. Renan had no such scruple. Then, as before and afterwards to the end of his life, he was a Liberal; but he never thought that everything should be subordinated to politics., and it is quite undeniable that, during the last half of his reign, Napoleon III. did all he could to advance the interests of learning. He was encouraged and assisted in doing so by a person whose name was little known outside a comparatively small circle, but